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IDAHO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE IDAPA 20.07.02 - Conservation of Crude Oil
Department of Lands & Natural Gas in the State of Idaho

09. Plugging. Unless the seismic contractor can prove to the satisfaction of the Department that
another method will provide better protection to ground water and long-term land stability, seismic shothole
operations shall be conducted in the following manner: (3-29-12)

a. When water is used in conjunction with the drilling of seismic shotholes and artesian flow is not
encountered at the surface, seismic holes are to be filled with a high grade bentonite/water slurry mixture. Said slurry
shall have adensity that is at least four percent (4%) greater than the density of fresh water; said slurry shall also have
a Marsh funnel viscosity of at least sixty (60) seconds per quart. Density and viscosity are to be measured prior to
adding cuttings to the slurry. Cuttings not added to the slurry are to be disposed of in accordance with Subsections
360.09.f. of thisrule. Any other suitable plugging material commonly used in the industry may be substituted for the
bentonite/water durry as long as the physical characteristics of said substitute are at least comparable to those of the
bentonite/water slurry. Between November 1 and May 1, coarse ground bentonite approved by the Department shall
be used as a plugging material. (3-29-12)

b. The hole will be filled with the slurry from the bottom up to a depth of three (3) feet (three (3) feet
below ground level). A nonmetal ligdl ug will be set at this depth of three (3) feet, and the remaining hole will befilled
and tamped to the surface wj s and native soil. (10-21-92)

C. When drilli ' d nonartesian water is encountered, the hole shall be plugged with the
dlurry mixture, or coarse groun apecified in Subsections 360.09.a., supra. (3-29-12)

d. When drillin bnd in completely dry holes, plugging may be accomplished by
returning the cuttings to the hole, amp| cuttings to the above-referenced depth of three (3) feet, and
setting the permaplug topped with more it as per Subsection 360.09.b. above. A small mound will be
left over the hole for settling allowanceSqAug ty (20) feet or less in depth may be plugged in this same
manner. (3-29-12)

e The foregoing seismic holes
shot has been fired; however, a shot hole shall no
of the Department.

y plugged and abandoned as soon as practical after the
or more than thirty (30) days without approval
(3-29-12)

f. Any dlurry, drilling fluid, or cuttings whic it} on the surface around the seismic hole
will be raked or otherwise spread out to at least within on i rface, so that the growth of the natural
grasses or foliage will not be impaired. (10-21-92)

. The requirements of Paragraphs 360.09.a. through
reasonable written agreement between the selsmic company and the

ule may be modified by any
(3-29-12)

h. If artesian flow (water flowing at the surface) is encount
cement will be used to seal off the water flow thereby preventing cross-
freshwater supplies. Said holes shall be cemented immediately.

drilfing of any seismic hole,
n, and/or contamination of
(3-29-12)

i. After completing the plugging of seismic shot holes and spreading the cuttings as required by this
rule, the seismic contractor shall record the GPS location of the seismic hole, and the contractor shall provide the
location data to the Department. (3-29-12)

10. Forfeiture of Geophysical Exploration Bond. The Department may forfeit the bond submitted
under Subsection 360.03 of this rule upon failure of the owner or operator to conduct the seismic survey and complete
reclamation in conformance with Section 360 of this rule. The owner or operator will be given an opportunity to
address compliance issues prior to the Department taking action against the bond. (3-29-12)
361. -- 369. (RESERVED)

370. ENFORCEMENT.
The Department shall enforce these rules pursuant to Section 47-325, Idaho Code. (3-29-12)

371. -- 999. (RESERVED
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